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~Dear Senator'

" On behalf of our 600 000 members I urge you to support S. ] 900 the Hzgh Speed Razl Investment -,
. Act. By investing in hrgh speed rail corridors, this bill would help to reduce congestion on our

- roadways, promote smart growth through the economic development of downtown urban settmgs
" and spur economic growth through enhanced mobrhty . :

The average Amerrcan driver spends 443 hours every year---that s 55 erght-hour works days, or- 11 R
‘ weeks of work---behind the wheel. Highways are becoming more congested. Annually, businesses
-+ lose over $40 bllllOn due to traffic congestion. Traffic congestion also leads to decreased air quality..
Cars, trucks and buses are the biggest source of cancer-causing air pollution, spewing more than 12 -
~billion peunds of toxic chemicals each year. Adding new lanes and building new roads only
'exacerbates the problem by making people more reliant on their cars, leadifig to even more sprawl.’
: »By supportlng thrs bill the Senate can take steps to grve Amerrcans alternatlves to sitting in trafﬁc

- S, 1900, the Hzgh Speed Razl Investment Act 1ntroduced by Senator Lautenberg (D-NJ) w1th bi- .
- partisan support, would begrn to address the historic imbalance between money spent on highways -
and money spent on alternatlves such as rail. The brll authorizes Amtrak to sell $10 billion i in high
speed rail bonds over ten years to upgrade existing routes to high speed rail, construct new:
dedicated high speed rail tracks, and purchase high speed rail equipment. Rather than Amtrak
‘paying the interest to the bondholder, the federal government would prov1de tax credlts and states .
‘would match at least 20 percent of Amtrak’s share s :

o Our nation faces many transportatron challenges Public transrt partlcularly in our natlon s most .
- densely populated corridors, helps to ensure that transportation challenges aré met while protectmg
our environment. Although the High Speed Rail Investment Act is not the sole solution to our
- nation’s transportatron challenges it is a key component. This bill provides badly needed resources
for reducmg our nation’s trafﬁc congestron Srerra Club urges you to co- -SpOnsor thls b111

~ For1 rnore 1nformat10n please contact erther Deron Lovaas at 675 2392 or D1rk Manskopf at 675-
g 791 5. -

Srncerely,‘ L

61! éebbie Sease,

Legislative Director



